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THE LIFE CYCLE OF THE HEAD LOUSE

HEAD LOUSE EGG
Female lays about 8
eggs at night which

are cemented to base
of hair shaft.

Eggs hatch in 7-10 days

ADULT HEAD LOUSE
Adult feeds 6 times a day
by peircing skin and
sucking blood.

NIT(EMPTY EGG)

Neither eggs nor nits

are removed by head lice

treatments. These should
be removed by a nit comb.

TUAL
ACSIZE

YOUNG HEAD LOUSE

e Head lice are small wingless insects ranging from the size of a pinhead to a
sesame seed.

e They cannot fly, hop or jump.

e They live next to the scalp to keep warm.
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